ABSTRACT OBJECTIVES This study investigated the effect of electrical stimulation of aortic root ventricular ganglionated plexi (GP) on atrial fibrillation (AF) inducibility.
Nonetheless, our recent study found that stimulation of aortic root ventricular GP provoked robust AF in the absence of extrinsic cardiac nerve activity using an isolated perfused heart model (6) . This finding suggests that ventricular GP, which are thought to mainly govern the function of the ventricle and/or coronary arteries (7) , may also innervate PVs and contribute to the initiation of AF with the exception of atrial GP.
Yu et al. (8) found that long-term, low-level vagosympathetic stimulation suppressed AF inducibility by inhibiting the neural activity of the major atrial GP within the intrinsic cardiac autonomic nervous system. However, the precise intrinsic mechanism of low-level electrical stimulation (LL-ES) of the aortic root GP on AF control remains unknown. In an effort to investigate the effect aortic root GP LL-ES has on AF inducibility, we provoked AF by using the perfusion of acetylcholine or isoproterenol during LL-ES of aortic root GP and then initiated AF again from PVs by using programmed electrical stimulation. Five additional adult mongrel dogs were anesthetized using the same method described earlier. The aorta and the aortic root ganglionated plexi (GP) were excised from the heart. (A) The aortic root GP circled around the root of the aorta.
(B) Aortic root GP dissected from the aorta. CCA ¼ common carotid artery. Table 1 .
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Hence, the arrhythmogenic threshold of both acetylcholine and isoproterenol increased, and AF episodes decreased during LL-ES. We found that LL-ES of aortic root GP decreased AF vulnerability mediated by the autonomic nervous system.
LL-ES of vagosympathetic nerves was recently
proven to be effective in the control of AF. Li et al. (17) reported that LL-ES of vagosympathetic nerves pre- Figure 4 .
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